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Dear ARP friends, 
Happy Friday! Noteworthy in Issue #14: It’s NDAA season, folks! The Senate Armed Services 
Committee markup of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 came out this 
week, as did the summary of the House Armed Services Committee markup. We provide 
summaries, bill language, and a collection of articles on some key aspects of these bills. DoD 
leadership is seeing some summer turnover, including the Navy’s inaugural chief learning 
officer. And in news from the Acquisition Research Program, we bring the next video in our 
student research series and two more panels from this year’s Acquisition Research Symposium.  
 
 
June 26, 2020 
Read the full, link-enabled newsletter on the ARP website: 
https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/newsletter 
 
ARP Research: Symposium Spotlight 
 
Panel #9: Artificial Intelligence and the Cloud 
Acquiring Artificial Intelligence Systems: Development Challenges, Implementation 
Risks, and Cost/Benefits Opportunities 
Johnathan Mun (Naval Postgraduate School), Thomas Housel (Naval Postgraduate School) 
• Micro-abstract: This research identifies, reviews, and proposes advanced quantitative, 
analytically based methods within the integrated risk management (IRM) and knowledge 
value added (KVA) methodologies to complement the current EVM approach for artificial 
intelligence system acquisitions. Read the paper and presentation.   
 
Panel #4: Enabling Rapid Acquisition 
Cycle Times and Cycles of Acquisition Reform 
Morgan Dwyer (CSIS), Alec Blivas (CSIS), Andrew Hunter (CSIS), Brenen Tidwell (CSIS) 
• Micro-abstract: This paper assesses the relationship between cycles of acquisition 
reform and cycle-times (i.e., the time to field new capabilities). Read the paper and 
presentation.  
 
Faster Acquisition: Putting the Priority on Speed 
David Riel (Defense Acquisition University) 
• Micro-abstract: This paper addresses the perception of the acquisition workforce on the 
priority of speed within the PM “iron triangle” of cost, performance, and schedule. Read 
the paper.  
 
See more research in the full Proceedings of the 17th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium. 
 
This Week’s Top Story  
 
US Navy’s chief learning officer announces departure as Pentagon exodus continues 
David B. Larter, Defense News 
The flood of departing defense officials continues as the U.S. Navy’s chief learning officer — a 
newly created position championed by former Navy Secretary Richard Spencer and acting Navy 
Secretary Thomas Modly — announced he is leaving his post this summer to take positions at a 
think tank and a venture capital firm. 
John Kroger took to LinkedIn this week to announce his departure, eight months after taking the 
job in September. 
“I will be leaving the Department of the Navy and my civil service position as the Chief Learning 
Officer later this summer,” Kroger wrote. “It has been a great honor to serve as the first joint 
Navy-Marine Corps CLO and wish all of my colleagues the very best.” 
A Navy statement provided to Defense News said the service planned to replace the CLO. 
Read more.  
 
 
News from the Acquisition Research Program at Naval Postgraduate 
School  
 
Student Research: Husbanding Service Providers: Single Award vs. Multiple Award 
Contracts (video) 
 
NPS student Jesse Kiengsiri discusses his team's research completed with ARP support to 
determine if there is a statistically significant difference in price for U.S. Navy husbanding port 
services when using MAC and SAC contracting strategies. 
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
The DOD wants better cybersecurity for its contractors. The first steps haven’t been 
easy. 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
DHS exploring 5 additional blockchain use cases 
Dave Nyczepir, FedScoop 
In 2020, VA CIO finally received oversight over all IT spending despite 2015 law requiring 
it 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network  
NSWC Crane and NIWC Atlantic seek latest technology for ANTX 2021 military 
demonstration 
Sarah K. Miller, NAVSEA 
Software development in the Army gets an Agile reboot 
Paul McKellips, U.S. Army 
GenDyn inks $9.5B deal for first 2 Columbia-class subs 
Christen McCurdy, UPI 
Production workers strike against major US Navy shipbuilder 
David Sharp, The Associated Press 
 
Events (Upcoming and Recent Recordings) 
“Leadership from the Battlefield to the Boardroom:” Virtual Secretary of the Navy Guest 
Lecture with Admiral William H. McRaven 
Naval Postgraduate School, June 23, 2020 
Aerospace Nation: A conversation with Gen Jeffery Harrigian, Commander, U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe, U.S. Air Forces in Africa and Allied Command, Director of Joint Air 
Power Competence Center in Kalkar, Germany 
The Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies  
June 29, 2020 
Russia's Military Posture in the Arctic 
Center for Strategic & International Studies 
June 30, 2020  9:00 am - 9:45 am ET 
Main Street Defense Series - Bringing Innovation and Adaptability to the Fight with 
General Atomics’ David Alexander 
Center for Strategic & International Studies 
July 1, 2020  1:00 pm - 2:00 pm ET 
Think Gov 2020 
IBM and Fedscoop 
July 1, 2020  11:00 am -3:00 pm ET 
 
 
Defense and Federal Government 
Global Futures Report: Alternative Futures of Geopolitical Competition in a Post-COVID-
19 World. A Collaborative Analysis with Foresight Practitioners and Experts 
Air Force Warfighting Integration Capability (AFWIC) Strategic Foresight and Futures Branch 
Pentagon Leaders Have Taken Lead in Crafting Future Fleet from Navy 
Megan Eckstein, USNI News 
Pentagon’s top tech experts, Griffin and Porter, resign 
Aaron Mehta and Joe Gould, Defense News 
The government’s top IT leader is leaving government in July. 
Aaron Boyd, Nextgov 
Galinis Takes Helm as NAVSEA Commander 
U.S. Navy 
Changes in Tech, Strategy Drive Missile Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
 
Read the full newsletter online: https://nps.edu/web/acqnresearch/newsletter 
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
DOD Partners With DFC to Protect Industrial Base From Economic Effect of Pandemic 
U. S. Department of Defense 
HHS changed its business model in building the White House coronavirus system 
Dave Nyczepir, FedScoop 
Nearly all defense companies have reopened from COVID-19 
Aaron Mehta, Defense News 
 
 
Policy Update  
Standard Operating Procedure for Records Retention and Destruction in the 
Procurement Integrated Enterprise Environment 





House committee targets Lockheed in probe of F-35 parts problems 
Joe Gould and Valeri Insinna, Defense News 
 
Special Coverage of the National Defense Authorization Act: SASC 
 
Senate Armed Services Committee Markup of the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2021 
Executive Summary of the Fiscal Year 2021 National Defense Authorization Act 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
Senate Defense bill would eliminate DoD’s chief management officer 
Jared Serbu, Federal News Network 
SASC Trims Hypersonics & Robot Ships, Boosts Ships & F-35 
Sydney J. Freedberg Jr., Breaking Defense  
Senate moves to eliminate Pentagon’s chief management officer role 
Aaron Mehta, Defense News 
Congress aims to strip funding for the US Navy’s next-gen large surface combatant 
David B. Larter, Defense News 
 
Special Coverage of the National Defense Authorization Act: HASC 
 
Summary of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 
House Armed Services Committee 
House panel's top Republican backs Democrats' defense bill 
Tony Bertuca, Inside Defense 
Four ways the House wants military IT to improve 
Andrew Eversden, C4ISRNET 
Congress has questions about the Air Force’s and Navy’s next-generation fighter 
programs 
Valerie Insinna, Defense News  
House bill would elevate Pentagon’s AI hub to the deputy secretary level 
Andrew Eversden, C4ISRNET 
HASC Floats Modest Modernization, New Sustainment Jobs 
Rachel S. Cohen, Air Force Magazine 
Smith reveals $3.6B plan to counter China 
Joe Gould, Defense News 
Key Solarium recommendations find a home in the defense bill 
Derek B. Johnson, FCW 
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